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Members had a happy evening together with Prof. and Mrs. Poon chung-kwong on September 16 to celebrate the
4thAGM and Dinner Party. Prof. Poon gave us a lively and inspiring presentation of the recent development of our Alma
Mater. Personally, I am most impressed with the PolyU's Motto:

To learn and to apply, for the benefit of mankind.

It resonates w_tth my heart. It is such a beautiful motto. We will live in a better world when every one of us practises it
conscientiously.

Most of us realize that what we can achieve in our humble lifetime will never have any great impact on the world. But
do not belittle yourself, every individual is a chromosome of mankind. On the persona's level, we know that a defective
chromosome in our cell will create havoc in our body and generate problems for generations. Using similar analogy, no
matter how microscopic effects of our work or actions, they do contribute to the well being of mankind.

New innovations in science, technologies, literature or even religions are fascinating and interesting. The work produced
by our researchers and innovators are wonderful tools when put to good use. There are always two sides of a coin; we do
not want to be on the flip side.

Prof.Poon also talked about a relative "NOLSO-HIGH-Iech" hand tool that was developed by the PolyU Team and is
being used by the astronauts in the space station. That "humble" hand tool will earn its merits of benefiting mankind
when it can help the astronauts to do their researches in space. The tool may be used to perform such mundane job as
holding, opening or tightening certain components. But its design; development and fabrication are the cumulating of
advanced knowledge of various branches of ergonomics and engineering.

When we talk about "High Tech" nowadays, we often refer to computers, telecommunications and the Internets. Truely,
information is power and many high tech developments have improved our lives. But we often get hyped these high teih
tools are the be-all and end-all. The only worthwhile investment, whether in business, research or study are in high tech
disciplines? Anything that is not computer related is low-tech. The economy is polarized into Old and NEW. All of a
sudden, we are in dot.com frenzies. Fortunate for the economy, we have a wake-up call in the mid-2000 that the stocks
of worldwide high tech ventures collapsed. They too have to obey the natural economic laws. And mankind still needs
soft drinks, toothpaste and soap.

There is always a danger that computers and the Internet will be taken as being more useful than they are, and replaced
worthy means of learning and communicating. The Motto tells us to "Learn every truth and use the knowledge learned to
accomplish every task "and " To learn; to serye". The modern high tech gadgetry should serve rather than "controlling"
our lives. Armed with the technical know-how from their academic studies and balanced with liberal arts and
humanities education in their program; we have confidence our new generation of graduates are indeed, the "preferred
graduates" of mankind.

Closer at home, you have a new Board of Directors working for you. They need your support and participation in every
activity of the Association. You will also find that more members are contributing to this issue of NEWSLETTER. This
is a trend that the new NEWSLETTER Committee members would like to transform it into a tradition. We reallv
appreciate you contributions and continual support.
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Spring Banquet
Talk: "e-trade & net shopping"
"Passage to Tibet" Slide Show
Picnic and BBQ
Big Bike fund-raising and family picnic
Self-help tour to Alberta
Participate to The Walk with the Dragon (SUCCESS)
AGM and Annual Dinner
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(Summarized from the press releases of the Ministry of Advanced Education, Training &
Technology-July to December 2000)

BC's Low Tirition Compared to the Rest of Canada
A Statistics Canada's annual survey of university tuition fees in Canada shows that BC is the second
lowest in Canada, after Quebec. Advanced Education Graeme Bowbrick atributed this result to the
five consecutive years of tuition freeze in BC. The BC average is $1,970,:higher than the lowest of
$1,670 in Quebec. At the same time, the BC Govemment has announced tuition freeze for the sixth
consecutive year.

Changes to BC' StudentAssistance Program
As the chartered banks have decided to stop financing and administering the student loan program,
the BC Government will take over responsibility for financing new BC student loans. The
govemment has reached an agreement with BDP Business Data Services I td. to administer the
program . A new student loan bureau will start administering loans negotiated after August 1, 2000.
Loans negotiated before Aug 1 will continue to be administered by the banks approving the loans.
New changes to the BC Student Assistance Program will continue to make the program more flexible
and comprehensive.

B.C. Opportunities to Help; Parents and Students Plan
A new BC Oppornrnities Campaign thai includes a 48 page Career Planner 2001 Guide and a web-
site (www.bcopprtunities.com) has been launched to grve parents and students information about
options in education, apprenticeship, and careers. The inforrnation aims at assisting students in
planning their transition from high school to postsecondary education and work.
Information provided on the website includes:

* chosing courses in high school
x more than 1300 certificate , diploma, and degree prograrqi
* apprenticeships available in 150 trades
* BC sfudent assistance program ,.,, 

' i ,,,
* links to inforrnation about student summer jobs and pffies of more than 2000 BC3ots ,* links to websites of BC postsecondary institutions
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Your Home Insurance

' .  "  
' , ; . , t r ' . . uo'n,|gt,

Insurance is a social device whereby people put in a small amount
of. 

^money 
(premium) and get 

- 

"o*p"nrut"d 
(claim) when

misfortunes happened to them.

By:Raymond Chan,
Associate Of Chartered
Insurance Institute

Po Ll cY ilffi fmilTj3,ffil:* lll frii:; X;,11:: :#"iliil:"ce to cover our
In British columbia, a House Insurance policy is a typical type of package poricy.
It covers not only your property, but also you, legal liability towards third parties andaccidents benefits to your residence employee (if you have one).

under the Property Damage Section, a typical Home Insurance policy covers your ,,House,,,
"contents" e.g. furniture,- glothing, computer and stereo 

"quip*errt "tc., 
,,detached 

structures,, likegarage or workshop and "add-itional living expenses" like temporary accommodation when yourhouse is not inhabitable after a fire. For the 'lcontents", they are coue.ed while they are on the premiseas well as away from thepremise; e'g. your camera or watch was covered when it was stolen while you
lltfiirl"- 

along on holiday. nut, uluany there is a doilar fi_ir, ,uy $1500, when it is stolen from a

Your insurance policy could be a Named Perils policy or All Risks policy. with a Named perilsPolicy' your propefty is covered for loss 
"uur"a 

bi 
"14jgr 

p*il, rit"ire, windstorm, accidenral waterdamage and theft. with.an Ail-Risks 
""t"r,::-"i_li,f..u.b"o;;"n,r, ,o,, are covered ro. amongother rhings, accidenrar 

fam_aqe 
rike spitiing 

luioj 
o.r, your carpet and mere disappearance,like misplacing your 

Tg :-b* 
ttls aavisa^ute to tJke,the,Au-'rirL, poricy, because it costs onry r'vomore than the Named Perils Policy. 

uuJ' Decause lt costs o

Earthquake. or1::,r.,j:,ir^T"l!" 
.i"Ir,"", i, i:. _":11{ exctuded under rhe srandard .;6

::-l::lC... Ioy:u.r you can buy it.back with additional premium. As for floodcoverage, it is stilt not available in British Columbia.

For speciar properties like jewenery, 
""*:,tg:Fn: 

urt, comDuter and bicycle etc., for
:Y::: 

*tons'- rhey are subject to a dollar limit. rn otr,i. words, yow insurancecompany will only pay up to the limits stipulated ir y";p;;; for the above irems. Atvpical policv will pav up to $3000 for your3eweu;;; ildo'io. ,o* cash etc.

A Home *'**::-n-oricy carries a p^rop-erty damag" aeauctibre. The most common oneis $500. Thar means io th" 
".o"nt 

o'f ;";t";kt;'"r;;;#o*" ."roonribre for the first
,$500 

of the loss. The deductibt" ro, 
"artt 

qoate is higheq urourr, about 5 to 10zo of rhehouse value.

I:: Tt 
Insurance Policy also has a 30-day vacancy clause. That means your policy will notcover any losses if yox 

lnove 
out of the house for more than 30 aay, awo have no intention ofmoving back in' A housl becomes unoccupied for two months because the owner is away for holiday

:::-t:::*l-Tl 
regarded as vacant. D,tr;;;;, companies mav have dffirent interpretations towardvacant property.

under the Liability tt:l.?n, the Policy usually carries a $1,000,000 or $2,000,000 limit. That meansif you incur a legal liability toward *rrirJ p"riv through "Bodit ;jrry,,or ,,property 
Damage,,, thePolicy w{l pay to the third party on your u"t utr ro. up-to tt 

" 
;ilft] you may incur a tiauitity iryour neighbor fell on your unshovelled sidewalk after a ,oorr,or-. 

- 
you may also incur liability ifyour dog bites a passerby' In today's titigious environment, it is better to have a higher limit.Adequate coverage will,g-ive you a betier p"a-"e of mioO.

This is only a general account of a typical Home Insurance policy. If you have any questions aboutyour policy, consult yo'r own insurance agent or seek a second opiloioo.
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